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be Illinois State Senator James Meeks, who
was at the meeting and discussion at the
White House. He is also one of five Illinois

state legislators that went to the White
House the same day as the university.

Meeks is a member of the Illinois
delegation to the National Association of
Basketball Coaches, and he is the Illinois
Teacher of the Year. He is also part of an

Illinois delegation that has been in the
White House to discuss issues regarding
higher education and academics. Meeks

says he and the other four members of the
Illinois delegation to the White House felt
privileged to be asked to speak with the
President. "For a group of men who are

predominantly African American and
predominantly male, from a state which
has the lowest level of African American

college-graduation rates, for us to have an
in-depth conversation with the president of
our country was significant," says Meeks.

The delegation was able to personally
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share their thoughts about the path to
higher education and how African

Americans might be able to solve the
problems facing their education system.
"The educational challenges facing the
Illinois public schools were a primary

concern for him," says Meeks. Meeks says
the discussion was not one-sided. "The
issues have been that African American
students are under-represented in most
institutions of higher education," says
Meeks. "We're very, very proud of our

graduates. They
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